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I, Timothy A. Bittle, declare as follows: 

I am an attorney, duly licensed by the State of California, admitted to practice before this 

Court, and counsel of record for plaintiffs in this action. I have personal knowledge of the facts 

to follow and if called upon as a witness, my testimony would be the same. 

I am employed by Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Foundation ("HJTF"). HJTF has litigated 

this case completely pro bono. Not only has it provided free legal counsel, it also covered all 

costs and travel expenses. 

I keep daily, contemporaneous, records of the time I devote to each case for which I am, 

or expect to be, an attorney of record. I use a separate timesheet for each case and note 

thereon the date any work is done, the activities undertaken, and the time spent on those 

activities, rounded to the nearest five minute increment. 

Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of my timesheet for the above-captioned action. I 

recorded approximately 671 hours on the case to date. The time was reasonably spent on 

activities directly related to representing our clients and preparing this motion. This case has 

been in litigation for more than four years. During that time, I did the initial work-up of the case 

and filed a complaint, obtained the Court's certification of a class, provided notice to the class, 

and a report to the Court. I prepared for and participated in three mandated, but unsuccessful, 

judicial mediations. I responded to a combined 97 interrogatories, requests for admission and 

requests for production of document propounded by the City. I propounded my own 108 

interrogatories, requests for admission and requests for production, the latter of which 

produced 5,576 pages of documents that I read and catalogued. I deposed the City's Person 

Most Knowledgeable and both of the City's designated expert witnesses, questioning them 

extensively about the City's water system, the history of the City's water rights, the documents 

produced, the expert witness reports, and other documents and expert testimony that I 

unearthed through my own investigations. I also hired and met with two experts of my own, and 

defended the City's depositions of these experts and two of the three named plaintiffs. Finally, 

I filed a 29-page Trial Brief, subpoenaed witnesses, participated with opposing counsel in 

compiling and lodging a massive joint compendium of evidentiary exhibits, and spent weeks 
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preparing for trial. 

A few days before the start of trial, after conferring with my clients, I presented a 

settlement offer to the City which proposed terms for resolving the water rate dispute. It did not 

propose an amount of attorney fees. The City accepted the offer, and the parties jointly asked 

the Court to take the trial off calendar. 

The parties subsequently discussed attorney fees. I presented to the City the number 

of hours each attorney had recorded so far and a rough estimate of the hours of work 

remaining, together with a requested hourly rate for each attorney. I based the requested 

hourly rate on a declaration from a recent case signed by Richard Pearl, a published expert on 

the subject of attorney fee awards. (See http://www.knappsettlement.com/Document  

Handler. ashx?DocPath=/Docu m ents/Declaration_of_J ason_H_Ki rn_l SO_P I ai ntiff_s_ 

Motion for_Approval_of_Attorneys_Fees_and_Costs_and_Class_Rep_Service_ 

Award_Exhibit_3.pdf.) I did not seek a multiplier. The City accepted the number of hours, and 

did not object to the proposed $400/hour rate for Laura Murray, but asked that the hourly rate 

for the two most experienced attorneys, Jonathan Coupal and myself, be reduced by 

$100/hour. We accepted the City's counter-offer. 

Based on past experience, I estimate that I will work approximately 10 additional hours 

attending the Final Fairness Hearing. I may also need to work an unknown number of 

additional hours responding to any objections that arise at that hearing, then implementing and 

overseeing the City's implementation of the settlement. 

Laura Murray and I handle all of the in-house litigation for Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 

Association. She has eleven years of litigation experience and bears significant responsibilities 

in her role at HJTF, including the management of her own clients and caseload. In my opinion, 

$400 per hour is a reasonable rate of compensation for her services. 

I certify upon penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 

declaration was executed this 14th day of August, 2018, in the City of Sacramento, California. 

TIMOTHY A. BITTLE 
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